
February 5, 2012

To: Kimberly D. Rose, Secretary                                           
 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
 888 First St NE, 
Washington DC 20426

From: Joseph G. Enzensperger IV
921 Central Ave.
Oroville, Washington  98844

Re: Okanogan P.U.D. Licensing of Enloe Dam

I am a 31 year resident of Oroville and have followed the Public Utility 
District #1 (PUD) and its plans for the Similkameen River for that many 
years. I write today in opposition to this latest attempt to harness this wild 
and scenic river for their designs.
 
The Similkameen is home to the King Chinook Salmon and its cousin the 
Steelhead trout, and Pacific Lamprey (ocean-going species), and each play a 
vital role in the river’s complex and delicate ecosystem. Since the 
construction of Grand Coulee Dam in the 30’s and Chief Joseph Dam in the 
50’s, the natural spawning areas of these fish have been reduced to just a 
few in the upper Columbia basin. The Similkameen is one of very few 
remaining and their continued existence is truly a wonder of this modern 
world.
 
The Similkameen has also become a serene sanctuary for many people 
trying to find peace of mind in a world that at times seems like a mad rush 
toward a future bent on the destruction of our planet earth. We have been 
working hard to create trails in our north county to provide access to nature 
we all so desperately need to balance our hectic lives. 

In 2006 we formed the Oroville Chapter of the Pacific Northwest Trail 
Association, dedicated to the completion of a 1200 mile continuous trail 
route from the Pacific to the Great Divide, and we are developing 80 miles of 
it from Cathedral Pass in the Pasayten Wilderness through north Okanogan 
county to Fourth of July ridge near our eastern border with Ferry County. 
The Similkameen River and the old rail grade left from the mining days of 
the last century is a fantastic part of our trail and Enloe Dam and 
Similkameen Falls are a major attraction on the river trail. Just completed 
last year, seniors, students, families and visitors are walking, biking and 
riding horses up the trail to see the falls and bringing new life to this border 



community fallen on hard times. Our scenic beauty is our great treasure, 
bringing visitors that will be our economic survival in the years ahead.

In truth the Similkameen River is a poor choice for hydro power. She only 
runs a high volume of water during the Spring run-off when melting snow in 
the North Cascades and Canada come down in a torrent of silt, logs and 
woody debris, typically May and June, then quiets down to a mere 190 cfs, 
and by September you can walk across in many places. When waters are 
high electric power is cheapest and most available; BPA has a surplus over 
on the mighty Columbia and our Utility has it cheaper from Bonneville than 
they could ever produce on their own. So why build such a thing in the first 
place? At today’s construction costs it will come in around $40 million, and if 
they are right produce only 2-3% of the utilities electric demand. 

We are suffering as a poor county under a 25% rate hike imposed without 
consent by the P.U.D. and this project will only cost us more. The P.U.D. has 
a history of poor decision making like $10 million for back-up diesel 
generators they purchased during the Enron debacle and never used, sold 
later at a huge loss; or the $7 million dollar new office building they just 
completed for themselves. They have also spent $ millions on an unwanted, 
transmission line through a road-less area and important mule deer winter 
range our state Department of Natural resources is fighting in a costly court 
case.  

Why issue a license for another PUD economic disaster? Studies recently 
released by Rocky Mountain Econometrics of Boise, ID and our own 
Columbia River Bioregional Education Project of Oroville, WA show a 
potential annual economic loss totaling $519,000 in tourist dollars if 
Similkameen Falls is dewatered by the PUD and becomes an industrial site. 
What about the losses to our $278 million dollar annual sport fishery here in 
the Columbia Basin if the spawning fish below their power house are 
affected?
 
The Inter-tribal fish commission, (Yakima, Spokane, Nez Pierce and Umatilla 
Tribes), have long argued that fish passage around Similkameen Falls would 
greatly expand the habitat available to anadromous fish for spawning, 
allowing 50,000 additional Chinook Salmon and 100,000 Steelhead to 
propagate on the upper Similkameen. This additional population would 
strengthen existing runs and help insure survival of this vital species to our 
waters. Congress authorized the funding to remove the man-made 
structures now called Enloe Dam in 1976. Only the continued re-licensing 
efforts by the P.U.D. have stopped this major fish passage project from 
enhancing the Columbia River Salmon and Steelhead from. It is time this 



Utility got out of the way and let us help the river and the fishery to recover 
from a century of man’s abuse. 
  
The P.U.D. Of Okanogan County and the Okanogan County Commissioners 
have led you to believe The Similkameen River is in a remote region with a 
population in favor of this hydro-electric plant. This is far from the truth. In 
fact, we believe our future and our children’s future depends on a free 
flowing wild Similkameen with abundant fish and wildlife at every bend. 

Oroville’s place at the mid-point of the Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail 
will help to insure our continued existence as a thriving community, a 
destination, a place to come to and walk one of the most scenic and 
beautiful hiking trails in the world. We are launching a petition drive today, 
gathering the names, addresses, ages and signatures of every resident and 
rate-payer opposed to this ill-conceived and outmoded source of energy. 

Copies of our petition will be coming to your desk in the weeks and months 
ahead. Do not make your decision until the voices of my fellow citizens has 
been heard.  The Columbia River has been harnessed with many dams. Here 
in the sunny Okanogan we want the P.U.D. to turn toward the sun -- help us 
install solar panels on every possible roof top, and leave the Similkameen 
River, her fishery, and scenic beauty, to sustain us all.

Sincerely,
                                                           
Joseph G. Enzensperger IV


